
The nursery levy
Nurseries pay 5% on the wholesale 
value of all containers in which 
plants are grown for resale or used 
in the production of other goods. 
The definition of container includes 
pots, plastic bags, root control bags, 
degradable pots and punnets.

Hort Innovation manages the proportion 
of nursery levy funds that is directed to 
the investment in the nursery R&D and 
marketing programs (4.75%). Separately, 
Plant Health Australia (PHA) manages 
plant health programs (0.25%). 

In 2016/17 total nursery levy receipts 
were approximately $2.19 million: more 
than $1.26 million of R&D levies and 
$921k of marketing levies.

Have a project idea? 
Innovation will drive invention and 
improvement that will help maintain 
productive, resilient, sustainable and 
profitable nursery businesses and 
the industry.

The levy is compulsory, so make sure 
your money is invested wisely. If you 
have any concepts, brainwaves, notions 
or inspiration on projects that may help 
to achieve the SIP outcomes, get these 
to Hort Innovation by:

 y Talking to NGIA or your State NGI 
Association

 y Approaching a member of the 
nursery industry Strategic Investment 
Advisory Panel (see second page for 
contact details) 

 y Using Hort Innovation’s online 
Innovation Concept Pipeline 

INNOVATION CONCEPT PIPELINE

Hort Innovation uses a procurement-
based investment process. Anyone in 
the industry is encouraged to submit 
ideas for investment via a Concept 
Proposal Form, providing a simple 
summary of the aims and outcomes.

Concepts for strategic levy investment 
in the Hort Innovation Nursery Fund 
are prioritised in consultation with 
Hort Innovation’s nursery Strategic 
Investment Advisory Panel, and shaped 
into full proposals if they align with the 
industry’s strategic priorities.

To submit a project idea, or for 
more information on the full concept 
and procurement process, visit  
www.horticulture.com.au/innovation-
concept-pipeline/

Your voice matters – have your say 
on where the nursery levy is invested!  

Your Nursery Levy At Work

DESIRED OUTCOMES

Priority areas that have been 
identified and agreed by the 
nursery industry will guide the 
strategic investment of nursery 
levy funds over the next five 
years to achieve the following 
outcomes:

• Increased overall demand and 
sales in the industry of green 
life products by 4% per annum 
plus CPI

• Increased marketing 
effectiveness and efficiency 
and better decision-
making based on increased 
industry knowledge

• Improved industry protection 
from exotic, emerging and 
endemic pests and diseases

• Improved productivity, 
profitability and professionalism 
through the creation and 
adoption of innovation and 
industry Best Management 
Practices (BMPs)

• Better career development.

The Nursery Industry Strategic Investment Plan 2017–2021 (SIP) has 
been completed and outlines the priorities for research and development 
(R&D) and marketing. These priorities will help to drive innovation, increase 
demand for nursery stock and ensure a strong, sustainable industry. 
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RETURN ON INVESTMENT
Over the five years of the SIP, it is 
anticipated the industry will receive 
$8.50 for every dollar invested.

This communication has been funded by Hort Innovation 
using the nursery research and development levy and 
contributions from the Australian Government.

NURSERY INDUSTRY SIAP

Mike Mehigan
Elegant Outdoors, NSW
0431 825 522
mike@elegantoutdoors.com.au

Hamish Mitchell
Speciality Trees, VIC
03 9796 8308
h.mitchell@specialitytrees.com.au

Ken Bevan
Alpine Nursery, NSW
02 9651 0908
KenBevan@alpinenurseries.com.au

Sonja Cameron
Cameron’s Nursery, NSW
02 9653 3400
sonja@cameronsnursery.com.au

Carole Fudge
Benara Nurseries, WA
0414 375 000
carole@benara.com.au

Todd Layt
Ozbreed, NSW
02 4577 2977
toddlayt@ozbreed.com.au

Anthony Tesselaar
Tesselaar Plants, VIC
03 9737 9568
atesselaar@tesselaar.com

John Bunker
Greenlife Solutions, QLD
0419 721 842
jb@greenlifesolutions.com.au

Peter Vaughan
Nursery and Garden Industry 
Australia
02 8861 5107
peter.vaughan@ngia.com.au

INDEPENDENT CHAIR 
Michael Worthington 

The SIP can be accessed as either an 
at-a-glance quick read or complete 
document on Hort Innovation’s Nursery 
Fund page at www.horticulture.com.
au/grower-focus/nursery 

Strategic Investment Advisory Panel
Hort Innovation’s industry-specific Strategic Investment Advisory Panels (SIAPs) provide advice on R&D and marketing 
activities funded by industry levies and, in the case of R&D, contributions from the Australian Government. The nursery  
SIAP’s advice is always guided by the strategic priorities set out in the Strategic Investment Plan (SIP).

The skills-based SIAP is made up of panellists from across the nursery industry. It is comprised of industry supply chain stakeholders, 
a majority of whom are levy-paying growers. Geographic and sectoral diversity has been considered in forming the panel.

POTENTIAL IMPACT OF THIS PLAN

 $139.8 
  Million

Based on an estimated investment 
of $16.3 million over the next five years
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Based on an estimated investment of $16.3 million  
over the next five years

OUTCOMES STRATEGIES

Increased 
demand and 
sales of green 
life products by 
four per cent per 
annum plus CPI 

Develop an annual marketing program

Identify and monitor effectiveness of 
marketing program and allocation of 
spend between business to business, 
and business to consumer

Continue to support the 202020 
Vision program

Enhance the 202020 Vision brand 
beyond 2020

Identify and promote the benefits of 
green-life products and services

Increased 
marketing 
effectiveness 
and efficiency 
and better 
decision-
making based 
on increased 
industry 
knowledge

Obtain a better understanding of the 
customer, their requirements and 
reasons for buying or not buying  
green-life products and/or services

Obtain better industry intelligence, 
including value of industry, and 
people employed

Disseminate industry information 
and insights to growers and key 
stakeholders

OUTCOMES STRATEGIES

Improved 
industry 
protection from 
exotic, emerging 
and endemic 
pests and 
diseases

Maintain and test surveillance 
systems and emergency disease 
management preparedness

Increase the awareness of the 
requirement of biosecurity to industry 
and stakeholders

Review importation requirements and 
barriers to adoption of new genetics

Work with state governments to 
develop a more workable system for 
plant movements between states

Maintain access to chemicals through 
Minor Use Permits

Improved 
productivity, 
profitability and 
professionalism 
through the 
creation and 
adoption of 
innovation and 
industry BMPs

Monitor overseas innovation 
and trends

Identify and fill R&D production 
gaps where research would provide 
a collective benefit to the industry

Review and update the industry 
best management practice (BMP) 
modules to promote and expand these 
programs, including accreditation

Develop and conduct extension 
activities to drive adoption of 
BMP practices

Promote, survey and monitor 
growers’ uptake of BMP and levy 
funded outcomes

Create and maintain a library of 
projects that is open, easily accessible 
and catalogued for grower access

Develop and implement an effective 
communication program

Monitor the effectiveness of 
communication activities
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